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ceive them Some said that he was moving, but that Cornelius Balbus pulled him down Others said that he was unwell Pontius Aquila, a tribune, had shortly before refused to rise to Csesar The senators thought he meant to lead them a lesson in leturn He intended to be king, it seemed, the constitution was gone, another Tarqum was about to seize the throne of Republican Rome.
Csesar was king in fact, and to recognize facts is more salutary than to ignoie them An acknowledgment of Caesar as king might have made the problem of reorganization easier than it proved The army had thought of it He was on the point of starting for Parthia, and a prophecy had said that the Par-thians could only be conquered by a king But the Roman people were sensitive about names Though their liberties were restricted for the present, they liked to hope that one day the Forum might recover its greatness The Senate, meditating on the insult which they had leceived, concluded that Csasar might be tempted, and that if they could bring him to consent he would lose the people's heaits They had already made him Dictator for life , they voted next that he really should be King, and, not formally perhaps, but tentatively, they offered him the crown. He was sounded as to whether he would accept it He understood the snare, and refused What was to be done next ? He would soon be gone to the East. Rome and its hollow adulations would he behind him, and their one opportunity would be gone also They employed some one to place a diadem on the head of his statue which stood upon the Rostra J It was
1 So Dion Cassius states, on what authority we know not Suetonius Bays that as GIBBET was returning from the Latin festival some one placed a laurel crown on the statue, tied with a white ribbon